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C
ertainly

our rela-

tionships

with our families are the most significant to us,

but beyond those powerful relationships, what

else shapes us? Many would point to childhood

friends, particularly those with whom we maintain

contact throughout our lives. Many identify signif-

icant teachers whose passion for their discipline

ignited a matching passion or others who inspired

self-confidence and heightened self-esteem.

When we are touched in ways so significant that

we know our lives have been changed, we never

forget, and often we search for ways to maintain

bonds and to support in return, as we have been

supported. It is a marker of a great school to enjoy

a highly connected alumnae, for in maintaining

that connection, they are acknowledging the pow-

erful impact their school had upon their lives. 

There are approximately 2230 women listed in

our alumnae database. Some of them have never

set foot upon our Linbrook Rd. site - they are early

graduates of St. Mildred’s College in Toronto, some

are graduates of Miss Lightbourn’s School. While

not all of them are “active” alumnae, not a week

goes by without  hearing from some of them, often

from many corners of the world. Sometimes they

simply wish to register their e-mail or request our

help in finding a lost friend; sometimes they send

in new mailing addresses so they don’t lose con-

nection with this magazine; some tour the school

at Open House or provide goods for our Christmas

bake and craft sale; many return for our annual

luncheon. Still others give time as class reps or as

members of the Association’s Executive

Committee. Their involvement varies by degree,

but their desire to stay in touch tells us the same

story over and over. Their school had a significant

impact upon their lives.

The women profiled in this magazine are gradu-

ates of the Linbrook Rd. site of St. Mildred’s-

Lightbourn School, with the exception of Sister

Michael who taught at this site. This building and

the memories it contains of teachers, Sisters and

friends are sufficiently powerful and important

that theses women have elected to maintain an

active involvement with the school. They are busy

women maintaining significant careers and callings

(and often young families as well). Each of them

sits on our Board of Governors, committing to the

responsibility of policy development and, in more

human terms, maintaining the school’s mission

and hence to keeping alive the essentials of the cul-

ture that made such an impact on their lives. Every

member of our Board understands the concept of

trusteeship, but none could understand it better

than a graduate who is proud of her school. 

And, when you read their words, when you dis-

till the memories they share, what resonates is

their sense that SMLS gave them values, ethics,

courage, love and the abiding belief that they were

prepared for life and its many challenges. 

Perhaps we can’t know absolutely, but it is my

belief that it is the marriage of a very special cul-

ture with a single gender learning environment, an

environment that allows a girl to grow up believing

she can do anything, that has significantly forged

the character of these women and the character of

all of our graduates, through all of the societal

changes and expectations that women have experi-

enced through the decades. What we can know

with certainty, however, is that the devotion of our

alumnae, in all of its manifestations, is a tribute to

their school and, most importantly, a priceless gift

to the generations of women who follow. 
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SMLS continues to flourish from the commitment and generosity

of a growing circle of friends and supporters. To date, the Annual

Giving Campaign has reached an impressive $100,000, already

exceeding last year’s total.  These funds will benefit a variety of areas

within the school commu-

nity including scholarships

and bursaries, SMLS

resource centres, the arts,

music and athletics pro-

grammes, technology and

the FIRST Robotics compe-

tition.  A generous amount

of funds was received from

SMLS Alumnae, who are

raising funds towards the

Alumnae Scholarship

Endowment Fund.  Their

goal, established last year,

is to raise $100,000 for

their Fund and to-date they’ve surpassed 25% of that mark.

We wish to thank and congratulate parent Fred Henderson for

Chairing another successful Golf Classic Tournament.  This past year’s

event raised a record-breaking total of $30,000 in support of the build-

ing campaign.  Plans are now underway for the 4th annual tournament

being held September 15th 2003. 

This year SMLS welcomes Carol (Somerville)

Cooper as Chair of the Foundation Committee.

Carol replaces, Charlie Kucey, who chaired the

committee for three years. Carol is no stranger to

SMLS; an Alum who served as President of the

Alumnae Executive. Carol has been an active

member of the SMLS Board of Governors since

1996 where she currently serves as Vice Chair and also sits on the

Finance, Audit and Governance Committees.    

One of the more significant goals of the Foundation Committee is

the launch of the “Promise of Leadership Campaign” an effort to solic-

it funding from the community in order to attract exceptional young

women to our school, students whose families otherwise do not have

the financial means to send their daughters to SMLS.  Through an

increased endowment fund and a unique championship programme,

the Committee hopes to recruit these students to SMLS in the near

future.

SMLS appreciates funding received from all sources of support.  As

an independent school, we rely on donations to help fund new ini-

tiatives, enhance existing programmes, motivate student excellence

and provide accessibility to a broader base of students.

For more information regarding the Development Office, please call

905-845-5830 Ext. 814.  

From the Development Office

Over the past number of years, the school has been involved in the
creation of a Master Plan that includes the development of the four
acres of land (two on each of the eastern and western perimeters of the
current school site) purchased by the school.

Our Master Plan encompasses four phases: (1) the creation of a play-
ing field; (2) new on-site parking on our new eastern property, and a
new gym on the west side; (3) the creation of a new senior resource cen-
tre, and a new junior and senior kindergarten wing; and (4) the recon-

figuration of bus lanes and extensive landscaping at front of the school.

Many parents, students, teachers, members of the Board of Governors
and Alumnae have been directly involved in the consultation process
and many have expressed their vocal support of our project 
to Town officials. We are extremely grateful for their support, and we
are thrilled to report that the school has received unanimous approval
from the Town of Oakville to both our re-zoning application and our
Master Plan.

A Vision of an “Ideal” Facility

The Foundation Committee is extremely

grateful to have received anonymous fund-

ing towards the establishment of a new

scholarship, which will be presented at this

year’s awards ceremony.  Named in honour

of Jane Pepino, a member of the Order of

Canada and Partner at law firm Aird & Berlis,

Ms. Pepino provided exemplary leadership

throughout the recent SMLS planning, re-

zoning and land development process.  As a

tremendously positive role model for young

women and drawing from Ms. Pepino’s

many great qualities, this scholarship will

recognize students for years to come for the 

following achievements:

•  Strong presentation skills
• Involvement in a variety of activities
• Tenacious perseverance in the pursuit 

of goals
• Capacity to elicit the best from those    

with whom she works

The Jane Pepino Scholarship



This year SMLS has 
a record number of
Alumnae holding 
positions on its Board 
of Governors. We asked
these five women to 
join us for a candid
interview to provide 
us with their unique
insights about SMLS
and how the school 
has affected their lives.
Our five alumnae are:
Left to right 
Emily Moore ’87,
Sister Michael, CSC,
Carol (Somerville)
Cooper ’76,
Heidi (Schofield)
McMeekan ’86
and Tracy Kay ’83.

SMLS: What kind of impact has
attending an all girls’ school had
on your adult lives?

Tracy: It might be quaint to

say, but certainly when I was at

St. Mildred’s, all the leaders

and people in authority making

decisions, initiating things and

driving things were women. I

had no preconceived ideas

when I went to school and into

the workplace about why

women wouldn’t be in those

roles because that’s what I was

used to.

Carol: I would echo that and

have a similar sense as a gradu-

ate of the ‘70s because at that

time there weren’t many

women in positions of authori-

ty in my courses in university.

So knowing that women had

something to say that was of

use and having lived with that

for seven years at SMLS, I knew

that I had the confidence to

carry on even though I was one

of a few women entering the

accounting profession at that

time. 

Emily: I went into engineering

and I remember everybody say-

ing I would have a hard time at

university when it suddenly

flips to being all men instead of

all women. It was interesting -

some men from all boys’

schools seemed to have that

trouble but the women did not!

We all just felt we had the con-

fidence to do what we wanted

to do and that definitely came

from being at St. Mildred’s in

the all girls’ environment.

There was just no question that

you would do all of these

things. You just started from a

completely different assump-

tion when you left.

Heidi: I think the first time I

recognized that the world was-

n’t the way I thought it was,

was when I went to Thunder

Bay to fly. No women had grad-

uated from the programme and

they weren’t expecting the cur-

rent female students enrolled

to graduate either. I remember

half way through, someone say-

ing ‘you’re still here, why?’ and

I never had the sense that I

wouldn’t finish. I also had a

really strong sense of female

friendship and female role

models. It was just a really good

family atmosphere that way

and we never wondered if any-

one was looking at us for any

other reason than the fact that

they cared.

Carol: Well, I think the nur-

turing side that you find in this

kind of family environment

was a big contributor to me

finding a voice. I was a fairly

shy kid and this confidence

gave me the springboard to take

into the professional world and

be able to function and voice

opinions and relate to people

more easily than I think I oth-

erwise would have done.

Tracy: I think we were also

able to be exactly who we were.

We did so many silly things I

don’t think I would have done

if there were boys in the class.

The activities at lunchtime and

the giggles, I just wonder

whether we would have been

as free to have no inhibitions. It

slowed down that whole boy-

girl thing until a point where

we were more able and ready to

deal with it.

Heidi: I hear from other

women that their experience in

high school was very different.

I often think back to you, Tracy,

doing announcements in

chapel and there were some

hysterically funny things, and I
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just don’t know in a dual gen-

der environment if that would

have happened. A definite

license to be silly.

Emily: All through my work-

ing life, I have maintained that

level of silliness and fun. I met

my husband because I was sit-

ting on the floor reading corpo-

rate files - it’s that feeling of

being completely comfortable

wherever you are that you took

with you from here. Now I have

kids and they’re the best excuse

to be silly in public. People at

work are always talking about

what a nut I am, but it hasn’t

hurt me professionally. They

just admire how I can be so silly

and have so much fun.

Sister Michael: And that’s it –

they admire that you are able to

do so, which means your inner

child is able to come out at

work and not be so self-con-

scious.

Heidi: I had that sense that

there were no boundaries, that

I could do anything and could

go anywhere. I met so many

women who thought there

were so many closed doors

ahead of them. To me there

was no door that couldn’t be

opened.

SMLS: What impact has 
attending St. Mildred’s had 
on your lives?

Emily: I had a friend at anoth-

er girls’ school and she said

there was a lot of subverting

authority and head butting

with the principal. She didn’t

talk about the people teaching

her with the same affection

that the students at St.

Mildred’s do. My impression

was that we had a real family

atmosphere; the presence of

long-time teachers, the pres-

ence of the Sisters of the

Church, the whole history.

Carol: When I was here, it

was very small compared to

today and to other schools,

which really contributed to the

family and community.

Heidi: My daughter is in grade

two here now and I’m astound-

ed at how different in some

ways the school is physically,

but emotionally it’s very much

the same place. My experience

with my daughter’s teachers

and seeing a lot of old faces is

wonderful. 

Tracy: When I was here, we

felt like the country bumpkins,

when St. Mildred’s competed

in basketball or volleyball

against the other girls’ schools.

We used to always feel like the

outsiders coming in at the

Toronto schools with the glitzy

uniforms, but it made us a

tighter group and more down

to earth.  We worked even

harder.

Carol: I found that St.

Mildred’s accessibility and

lower tuition fees brought

together a non-elitist group of

students and families. That

mesh creates a very different

community than the schools in

downtown Toronto. St.

Mildred’s is somehow a little

more grassroots and accessible

and that’s something that I’ve

been happy to see preserved

even today.

SMLS: Does that mean, Sister
Michael, that you were at the
glitzy downtown school, St.
Mildred’s College?

Sister Michael: It was definite-

ly not glitzy! (laughter) No way!

It was a very beautiful old

house and very homey.

Emily: I remember the old

building here looked very

homey. There was this banister

going upstairs and when I was

little I thought that the princi-

pal slept up there. It was like

you were going to Mrs. Bull’s

house for school. I thought of

her as a very maternal person. I

remember meeting her and she

told me that her favourite book

was Emily of New Moon and I

think that was what cemented

my coming to St. Mildred’s.

That was my bond with Mrs.

Bull. I was never scared of the

principal and never felt that

sense of butting heads with the

principal.

SMLS: What comes to mind
when you think back about your
time here? What do you tell
people about St. Mildred’s?

Heidi: By far the best years of

my life. It was certainly a very

safe environment, a very

friendly environment. The

friends I’ve made are lifelong

friends. The type of friends

you can speak to every day or

once a year and the sincerity of

that relationship hasn’t

changed.

Sister Michael: I remember

one night, about one or two

o’clock in the morning and the

doorbell rang. It was a student

and the buses and trains

weren’t running and she was

going to brave it walking home.

Her inner self got the better of

her and she came and knocked

on the door and asked to

‘please take me home’. And we

weren’t even working in the

school at the time.

Carol: When I look at my other

friends, very few, if any, have

any of their friendships from

high school in their lives. It’s all

university and professional peo-

ple. The high school relation-

ships we formed are very

special and very different from

anybody else. I can’t think of

anybody who wouldn’t be still

very connected with friends

they made at St. Mildred’s.

That’s quite different. 

Heidi: The thing I like is

whenever I run into girls from

SMLS, I thoroughly enjoy that

sisterhood feeling. When my

twins were young, I met some
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women at Gymboree and we

started a Millies’ moms group.

There were about six of us and

we stayed together for many

years. We had a great time and

the connection there wasn’t

that we were all friends in high

school – we were all different

years - but we were all Millies.

That was the common thread.

When we got together we had

three decades of information to

draw on, which is kind of

unusual for women our age. It’s

a good sisterhood and a sense

of camaraderie. That’s some-

thing I would never trade.

When I brought my daughter

here, I saw this whole vision of

what I had experienced and I

absolutely didn’t want anything

else for her. 

Tracy: When you tell people

about going to an all girls’

school, the immediate reaction

is that you’re part of an elite

group.  That might be their first

impression, but as they got to

know more about St. Mildred’s,

it’s easy to dispel that myth.  So

I think that’s important to dis-

pel the preconceived notion

about what you are and where

you’ve come from as a graduate.

Emily: Almost all my memo-

ries at St. Mildred’s are skits.

There are certain ones burned

in my memory as being so hilar-

ious. It was all that nuttiness

and so much fun. Last year 14

of our classmates got together

and it was so neat because in so

many ways no one had changed

and people were doing so many

different things.

SMLS: So let’s talk about com-
ing back to the school as a
member of the Board of
Governors…

Tracy: It was an honour to be

asked to join the Board because

they have a very important role

to play. I thought it was impor-

tant to maintain contact, be

back involved in the school and

make sure the experience I had

continued for the girls in future

years.

Carol: I view it (the school) as

an old friend. I like to be there

to help and support and nur-

ture. It’s a selfish thing and it’s

not a selfish thing. There’s so

much you get from it, but that’s

not what’s motivating you.

Emily: One of the things that’s

most important for me is stew-

ardship. I really feel strongly

about that. The biggest comple-

ment of most independent

school boards is current par-

ents, which provides a reflec-

tion of what the school is like

now, but that can change quite

quickly from year to year. I

think St. Mildred’s has done a

very good job over the past few

years of articulating a vision

that is the basis from every-

thing else. When I was asked to

join the Board, I said yes very

quickly because I wanted to

provide that opportunity of his-

tory, which is one of the things

that Sister Michael has done so

well. I wanted to speak to the

history of the school and pro-

tect the school and keep what’s

special about the school. Not

that parents on the Board don’t

have the best interests of the

school at heart, but there’s a

history there that would other-

wise be lacking. I think it’s

wonderful that there are so

many old girls on the board and

I also think it’s great that there

are so many women on the

Board of an all girls’ school. It’s

very important - it’s huge. 

Heidi: I have a vested interest

with my daughter being here

and look forward to her future

and also being able to bring a

voice as President of the

Alumnae Association. My hope

for the school is not to lose

some of the traditions and qual-

ities of the school amongst the

physical changes. It’s a very

rewarding experience to be a

part of something so important.

St. Mildred’s is pretty much the

pinnacle of education from

what I’ve seen.  I really appreci-

ate that St. Mildred’s standards

are very high – there’s a huge

effort put in by the administra-

tion and teachers. It’s a really

big privilege to be part of a great

organization that is respected

not only from within, but from

outside as well. 

Sister Michael: As part of the

community of the Sisters of the

Church through the school, it’s

very interesting to be on the

Board, especially to contribute

to the history. You get a chance

to have a say, but you don’t win

every battle.

Carol: I’m really pleased we

still have such a visible connec-

tion to the Anglican Church, to

be connected to the values and

the morals and the spiritual

sense.

Sister Michael: The Sisters of

the Church have stayed in this

school longer than they have in

any other school in the world. 

SMLS:  Why is it important to

give back?

Emily: That’s a good point –

why give back what you’ve paid

for? If this education is a privi-

lege, why assist the ‘privileged’?

Because I think it’s important

to give back my time to some-

thing that so affected my life.

Carol: You’re helping to create

a special environment and still

be connected. So many parents

are able to give of themselves

and their time, not just money,

and that’s important too. You

have the comfort of knowing

that your community is there.
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Heidi: St. Mildred’s gave me

so much, a foundation, friends,

an education. I want every four-

year-old to know that there’s a

line of women there to help

her. There are so many people

here who care. We have current

parents who are tremendous

financial supporters and those

who give amazing amounts of

their time.  Everyone’s hard

work benefits future alumnae.

It’s a big circle, and there’s such

a sense of family here. 

Tracy: I actually feel blessed

with the schooling my parents

worked so hard to give me.

While I had a terrific school life

and enjoyed it thoroughly at

the time, it wasn't until later

that I realized that I didn't have

to go through many very tough,

potentially life altering

moments, like being told, “you

can't do some thing because

you were a girl” or being

steered towards a certain line

of study for the same reason. I

heard much of that from

women that I met later and it

seemed to have a fundamental

affect on their outlook on the

world and, in particular, the

business world. So now it is my

turn to try and ensure that girls

and young women continue to

have places like I had, to stretch

their wings and question the

world. I hope that as a Board

member, I can be a reminder of

where we have come from and

why the school does what it

does.

SMLS: What is your vision or
advice for SMLS students?

Heidi: Adversity is a challenge

and a hurdle, but you have the

tools to succeed. The world

really is your oyster. Change is a

good thing, and I want them

not to be scared to do things.

You can always look back here

for support, whether it’s

friends or teachers or alumnae. 

Emily: SMLS gives you the

grounding of confidence and a

sense of what you can do. You

have the bravery. I would also

say don’t be pigeonholed, there

are so many unconventional

things and really neat things to

do. It’s very inspiring to hear

about alumnae who have pur-

sued their dreams. There is a

history of women who are

doing great things. Find your

own definition of success.

Decide what is your bar, your

measurement of success.

Carol: Don’t ever stop learn-

ing, asking questions, being

inquisitive. There is no such

thing as a stupid question. You

don’t have to know it all, learn

how to ask for help.

Sister Michael: You can always

ask God what He wants you to

do. When you’re doing some-

thing you wanted to do, then

you’re doing it for the right rea-

sons.

Tracy: I am sure that many of

the students could give my gen-

eration some advice in light of

all of the craziness that is going

on in the world. If there is

something that you want to do,

whether it is getting into a spe-

cialized course of study or

something completely off the

"ordinary" path, like traveling

to Thailand to observe a differ-

ent way of life, I would encour-

age you to find a way to get

there. It may take some time

and may not always go accord-

ing to plan but that goal should

remain out there as a beacon.

But I would also say – keep

going back to the basics for a

reality check.  I stopped in the

middle of my early law career,

to take a year to travel around

the world.  All of my colleagues

went on in the business world.

At the time it was a fundamen-

tal decision. Now, all it means is

that they have worked a year

longer than I have and have

that many more gray hairs. For

me, the year off was life alter-

ing and profound, and it is very

unlikely that I would have ever

had a chance to do it if I hadn't

jumped then. 

SMLS:  Any final thoughts?

Emily: I have to say, the uni-

forms are so nice now! (laugh-

ter)

Heidi: Enjoy it, relish it,

because it’s a special time of

your life. Make the most of it.

There’s an attitude here of ‘I

can because she can’, whether

it’s a young girl an older girl or

student and teacher or student

and alumna. It’s important to

maintain tradition and at the

same time add the newest tech-

nologies and learning ideas.

Emily: As important as it is,

academic success is not the be-

all, and end-all. Having balance

and being a whole person is

just as important.

Sister Michael: It’s about car-

ing for people. When you do so,

you unknowingly help people

and show them respect. 

Emily: It’s the best environ-

ment to try. There’s that whole

comfort zone. It’s great that the

school reflects the opportuni-

ties for women today, and look-

ing up to the older girls – they

have that continuation.

Carol: I think the small size of

the school population is impor-

tant – it doesn’t take away

opportunities. Also, having JK

to University Entrance is great

and important for all the girls.

And there are more opportuni-

ties now for learning life skills

as well as academic skills.

Enjoy every one of these expe-

riences!

Heidi: I’m proud to say I went

here and proud to say my

daughter does as well. The peo-

ple beside you are the people

you’ll see all your lives. Look

side to side – these people are

here for you.  The sisterhood is

huge.
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By Laura Baker, S3

I
n November, I joined 19

other Millies, Mrs. Byers

and Mr. Smith to experi-

ence Japan. It was an oppor-

tunity presented to us for

our S3 two-week experiential

learning block. I embraced

this experience with an open

mind, not knowing what to

expect. I was a little bit anx-

ious about staying with a

Japanese student and her

family (strangers who didn’t

even speak my language!), but without this aspect of the exchange,

the experience wouldn’t have been nearly as memorable. By living

with a Japanese family I was fully immersed in the Japanese culture.

During the week we went to our sister school, Owada International

High School. While we were there we had the opportunity to wear

traditional Japanese outfits, the kimono, follow through with a

Japanese tea ceremony, practice our calligraphy, test our Japanese 

cooking in cooking class, roam the endless streets of shops with thou-

sands of yen in our pocket, dine and sleep at a traditional Japanese

hotel and experience many more amazing adventures. We also went

sightseeing in places of great significance, such as Hiroshima. My

favorite part of the trip was spending time with my host family, they

were very welcoming, and they went out of their way to ensure that

my experience in Japan was unforgettable. To reciprocate my home

stay’s excellent hospitality, I’m looking forward to hosting the group

of girls from our sister school when they come to Canada in April.

Shown here our Millies and their teacher chaperones looking splen-

did in their traditional kimonos, thanks to the help of Osaka

International Owada high School PFA Moms.

Back Row:  Mr. Smith, Alex Bazerghi, Lindsay Rousseau, Shelley
Stewart, Jessica Peters, Katarina Kaneff, Laura Baker, Allison
Barnett, Nicola Buechler, Elizabeth Eddy, and Mrs. Byers.

Middle Row:  A Japanese PFA Mom, Caroline Millette, Stephanie
Arsenault, Michelle Worboys, Adora Tam, Schenley Brown,
Brittany Andersen, Tanya Jarmai, and 2 PFA Moms.

Front Row:  2 PFA Moms, Lenna Wichenko, Joanna Bundus,
Chelsea Gallagher, Kathleen Byrnes and a PFA Mom.
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Twenty Millies Invade Japan!
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by Lida

Yermakova

Through the

e x p e r i e n t i a l

learning pro-

gramme at

S t . M i l d r e d ’ s -

L i g h t b o u r n

School, the stu-

dents enrolled in

S3 have a won-

derful chance to

explore career

o p p o r t u n i t i e s

that interest

them. Girls have a

choice of either taking a trip to Japan, to France or

job shadowing in the local community. I was given

the honour to describe the experiences of a few

girls who participated in the job shadowing pro-

gramme, myself included. 

It took me a couple of months to decide where I

wanted to go for the two-week block at the begin-

ning of November. Finally, I decided on the

Mississauga Booster newspaper and, as I later real-

ized, I could not have made a better choice. I met

so many wonderful people

and found out so many

interesting things about

the way newspapers are

made.  I don’t think any

other experience could

have given me this

much knowledge. I

enjoyed working with

Kristy Elik (Class of

‘89); my shadow, she’s a

wonderful woman and

a brilliant editor and

did I mention a Millie. I

owe Kristy a great deal

for giving me a chance

to discover what it’s like

to be a journalist. 

Rosalynd Bimm,

spent her work term at

Dr. Campbell’s Dental

Office and was fortunate to be given an additional

opportunity to provide grooming assistance dur-

ing the Royal Canadian Winter Fair. She enjoyed

both of her experiences very much, especially

working with patients in dentistry.  Her supervi-

sor Lilia Butrin was thoroughly impressed with

Rosalynd’s enthusiasm, level of interest and will-

ingness to maximize her experience to the fullest.

“Experiential learning is a great opportunity for

students,” says Rosalynd  “ As well as being enjoy-

able, it gave us an opportunity to get a glimpse of

working life.” 

At Atomic Energy of Canada Limited, Valerie

Mais job shadowed a chemical engineer. Valerie
commented that she thoroughly enjoyed the
hands-on work she was given the opportunity to
assist with. It was extremely interesting for her to
observe a variety of engineering projects including
manufacturing products exported for the overseas

market. “My interest in engi-
neering has been heightened
by this experience and is one
that I will now select for post-
secondary study”.   

On behalf of all students
who completed the job shad-
owing option, I would like to
thank Mrs. Ross and Ms.

Andela for their tireless
efforts to organize the
Experiential Learning block.
Also, a big thank you to all
employers who agreed to wel-
come us and supervise our
work. Thank you SMLS for
creating this challenging pro-
gramme for us.  These hands-
on, out-of-classroom learning
experiences will be remem-
bered by all. 

Job Shadowing

We greatly appreciate the 

contribution of time, expertise

and experience the following

employers provided to students

in the S3 Job Shadowing

Programme:

AECL Atomic Energy of Canada Ltd.

Alpine Specialties

Animal Hospital of Oakville

Carter Group Canada

CIBC Wood Gundy

Cogeco

Crescent Nursery School

Crown Attorney for Halton

Dr. Balfour Dental Office

Dr. Ruth Barbour

Ethan Allan

Ernst and Young

Fern Hill School, Music Depart.

Gold Mark Sanitation Ltd.

Halton Child and Youth Services

John Wilmott, Architect Inc.

Oakville Animal Hospital

Ontario Court of Justice

RBC Global Private Banking

Royal Bank of Canada

Royal Ford Veterinary Hospital

Streetsville/Meadowvale Booster 
and Mississauga News

Someday Farms

Sunrise Assisted Living

The Yorkville Wine Co. Ltd.

Toronto Symphony Orchestra

WEST- West End Studio Theatre

Linda Yermakova with “shadow”
Kristy Elik ( Class of ‘89)

Ellen Turner (left) with the Judge and Court Clerk at the Ontario Court of Justice.

Lights, camera, action! Sarah Laing at Cogeco Cable
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S3
In November, S3 girls participated in their first External Studies expe-

rience. Twenty girls, accompanied Mrs. Byers and Mr. Smith, to

Japan on a two-week cultural excursion and were billeted with stu-

dents from Osaka International Owada High School. Back at home, 22

girls participated in a job shadowing experience, with great success.

External Studies Programme Update

S4

In the fall, three blocks of experiential learning were completed. The
Team Building block included developing team skills and spirit
through high ropes training, orienteering with llamas through
Dundas Valley, and rock climbing. The Arts Appreciation block
involved learning about Photoshop software and excursions to the
Chinese exhibition at the ROM, a Shakespeare performance at
Stratford, the Bata Shoe Museum, a backstage tour of the Elgin and
WinterGarden theatres and a visit to Rachel Harrison’s exhibition at
Gairloch Gardens. The Survival and Safety block focused on 
heightening knowledge of personal safety through training and qual-
ification in CPR and First Aid, visiting Covenant House and the Metro
Police Museum, and a workshop on drug and alcohol awareness. In
addition, all girls have begun to build electronic portfolios to profile
their unique learning programme at SMLS.

In preparation for the next Block to be held in April, Deanna Georgas

and Mrs. Ross attended the CAIS Leadership Conference held at

Collingwood School in Vancouver.  When asked about this experience,

Deanna gave the following account:  

S5
Plans are underway to prepare for the S5 work/study experience in

May and June for 42 girls. Historically, the six week learning experi-

ences have included co-operative education job placements linked to

career interests, courses at the University of Toronto and the Ontario

College of Art and travel to the U.S., Japan, Australia, China, France and

the U.K. for experiences as classroom assistants in partner schools,

elite training in athletics and opportunities in research.

“This awesome opportunity afforded me the

chance to learn about leadership skills, explore a

beautiful city and make fantastic new friends.  I

was fortunate enough to hear inspirational speak-

ers such as Rick Hanson and Andy Thibodeau who

gave accounts of how they’ve used their personal

circumstances to develop themselves as leaders.  I

now have a much better insight of what it means to

be a true leader.  I look forward to sharing what I

learned with the other Milles in April and to

applying these new skills both inside the school

and in my community.”



Samina Dhalla and Shelley

Sharma, both in S4, successfully

auditioned for the Canadian

Independent Schools Music

Festival. Samina and Shelley,

both playing alto saxophone, will

be part of a 45 member concert

band and will participate in a

concert held at the newly reno-

vated Roy Thomson Hall in

Toronto in April 2003.

Congratulations to Ayesha

Girgla, S5, who received a Youth

Appreciation Award from the

Oakville Optimist Club in recog-

nition of her leadership volun-

teer work at school and in the

community. Ayesha was one of

only nine students to receive the

award. Ayesha has been a volun-

teer at Oakville Trafalgar

Memorial Hospital since July

2001 and has logged in excess of

300 hours. This past summer she

increased her responsibilities to

include those of Day Captain and

assisted organizing other volun-

teers. In addition she has volun-

teered as a junior leader for

Sparks and lunchtime supervisor

at Linbrook Public School.

Colleen Decker participated

in the Shad Valley programme

this past July. The programme is

hosted by nine universities

across Canada and challenges

senior high school students with

university level academics

focused on science, technology,

mathematics, engineering and

entrepreneurship. While at

Dalhousie University, Colleen

and her teammates were given

the challenge of creating a prod-

uct or service that enhanced or

preserved the environment. The

teams were then judged and the

best team from each campus

advanced to compete in the 2002

RBC/Shad Entrepreneurship Cup

Awards. Colleen and the

Dalhousie University team

received awards for best web-site

and a second place in the video

category. Colleen’s team created

the Brieco Toothbrush, an envi-

ronmentally friendly toothbrush

with removable bristles and a life

span of five years. The bristle-

locking mechanism comprises a

shaft in the toothbrush and a

turning section on the lower part

of the handle. Colleen calls the

Shad programme “the experience

of a lifetime” and highly recom-

mends it to SMLS students. 

Notebook – student news, events, achievements

Student Achievements
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Once again, SMLS students have been active participants with a
number of community service organizations, including:

Belated congratulations are

due to Vanessa Magli, S1, who

along with several classmates

received acknowledgement

from President George Bush for

their fundraising efforts for vic-

tims of September 11th. Our

apologies for omitting

Vanessa’s name from the last

edition of Jubilate.

Toy Tea
On November 21, the Junior

School grades 5 and 6 choir per-

formed at the Toy Tea at the

Oakville Club. Arranged by

Christine Henderson ‘89, the

afternoon tea event collected a

mountain of toys for underpriv-

ileged children. SMLS girls also

contributed toys to the event.

Record numbers of girls are participating in the Duke of Edinburgh

Award at all three levels: bronze, silver and gold. In December, five girls

were presented with their bronze award: Alex Pelly, Deana Georgas,

Katie Christensen, Lauren Dennis and Kelly Sloane.

Historical House Tour of
Oakville

Girl Guides of Canada 

Canadian Cancer Society

Big Sisters

Lions Foundation of Canada

Halton Helping Hands

Youth Aiding Youth

Sunrise Assisted Living

Ice Expressions Silent Auction
and Exhibition

Kerr Street Ministries

Halton Child and Youth Services



CAIS Soccer
Tournament

SMLS hosted
the CAIS Senior

Girls’ Invitational

Soccer Tournament on October

18, 19 and 20, and placed fourth

overall. Over 260 girls from

across Canada participated in

the three-day tournament, with

five teams from the GTA, eight

from Quebec, two

from Nova Scotia

and one from New

Brunswick. The

tournament champi-

on was Halifax

Grammar School,

with a 5-2  victory over Country

Day School, of King, Ontario. St.

Mildred’s-Lightbourn School

won their division and made it

to the semi finals, but lost 3 -1

to Country Day School. Thanks

go out to Shari Renwick for her

outstanding organization and to

the over 50 vol-

unteers who

gave of their

time that week-

end to make the tournament

such a success
.
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Prefects 2002/2003
This year the Prefects worked on events such as Michaelmas and

the November semi-formal, with much acclaim from the students at

SMLS. At the Traditions of Christmas festival, they organized a new

venture, “Snowball Shenanigans”, with proceeds going to Drummond

House, a shelter for battered women. The Prefects have also been

busy planning Friday chapels, spirit week and the Father-Daughter

Dinner Dance.

Head Girl: Heidi Ludwick; Games Captain: Christina Alexander;

Brant-Massey House Head: Miranda Plant; Cartier-Vanier House

Head: Danielle Westbrook; Grenfell-Alexander House Head: Julia

Takach; Prefects: Robin Enns, Laura Henderson, Liz Kowpak,

Alexis Nesbitt, Christina Papaevangelou, Jennifer Worboys

Raffle In Support of Guide Dogs
In November, the Junior School held a raffle in support of the Lions
Club Foundation for Guide Dogs in Oakville.  A team of grade three
students, gathered prizes, made posters and tickets, sold tickets,
counted the money and rolled change.  The raffle raised $261.

Pyjama Day Fundraiser
In January, the Junior School participated in a Pyjama Day fundraiser for

the organization Sleeping Children Around the World. Students dressed in

their pyjamas, listened to storytelling from local authors and staff, and

had bedtime prayers and lullabies in a special afternoon Chapel.

Student Council 2002/2003
Student Council began the school year with much success! We

encouraged and promoted a new recycling programme in order for

our school to be more environmentally friendly. Our annual Terry Fox

Walk was definitely one of the best we’ve ever had, thanks to the

enthusiasm and support of our staff and students. Leading up to the

holidays, we organized a food drive for Kerr Street Ministries, with

the student body bringing in food items and enjoying a grub day. The

food collected was greatly appreciated and helped make the holiday

season warmer for many families. The Student Price Cards were also

well-received and sold like hotcakes! Speaking of hotcakes, SMLS can

look forward to Pancake Day in March.  February will see Toque

Tuesday, Valentine-O-Grams and the S1/S2 Dance will follow in the

spring. Junior and Senior School notice boards will continue to be

updated monthly to keep the student body informed of our activities.

We look forward to an exciting and action-packed 2003!

Front Row: Mr. Salema, Natalia Woodall (S5 Rep), Deana Georgas
(S4 Rep), Mrs. Byers Middle Row: Nicole Von Hollen (S6 Rep),
Sarah Tew (Prime Minister), Natalie Sienna (S2 Rep), Shannon
Elliot (S1 Rep) Back Row: Tammy Yiu (Deputy Prime Minister),
Adrienne Trogrlic-Iverson (Treasurer), Alex Bazerghi (Secretary),
Joanna Bundus (S3 Rep)

Working hard (left to right) Samantha Ambrosie, Emily Pringle and Jacqui Boyer
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Traditions of Christmas
The annual Traditions of Christmas Craft and Bake Sale was a hit

again this year. In addition to the too-pretty-to-eat cookies, cakes and
many baked goods, visitors also browsed through over 20 craft sale
tables. The SMLS Alumnae Association hosted the Holly and Ivy Tea
Room, as well as a table with Alumnae items for sale and a successful
raffle of donated goods. The Junior Choir entertained all with holiday
music, as did the Senior Ensemble. For the little ones, the Kris Kringle
shop was popular, giving youngsters the opportunity to buy presents
for their family while Mom or Dad waited outside. The Little Elves
Carnival was also busy with face painting, tree decorating and lots of
games. Over $900 was raised for the Kerr Street Ministries 

from the entrance fee and three big bags of mittens were donated to
the Salvation Army and the Halton Women’s Shelter. The JK, grade
two and grade six classes shared the honour of most baked goods con-
tributed. Congratulations should go to the PFA, headed by committee
chair Karen Agnew, for such a successful and fun event.

The PFA raised $10,000 -- $7,000 has been earmarked towards spon-
sorship of the FIRST Robotics competition.  The Alumnae Association
raised $7,200 -- $1,000 of which will be donated to FIRST and the bal-
ance to fund the Alumnae Scholarship.  Many thanks to both groups
for such tremendous support.

Junior School in the ELC
With the addition of new soft-

ware, girls from the Junior

School now utilize the excellent

technology available in the ELC.

Grades five and six spend one

period a week in the ELC

throughout the year and grades

three and four will do the same

in the spring. The software they 

use includes iMovie, iPhoto, 

Storybook Weaver, Super Duper

Music Looper, Painter Classic

and the Incredible Machine.

Grades five and six get involved

in building kits with Capsela,

Fischertchnik and Lego Dacta

systems which they integrate

with the computer. They are

also introduced to using digital

still and movie cameras.

Saving the Horses
After hearing about a young

girl’s mission to save horses in

Alberta, Alessandra Jenkins,

Kristin Gorab, Kristina Miner,

and Jessie Purgavie wanted to

help. They made an announce-

ment during morning Chapel

service to the Junior school and

collected $150 in donations. 

Music Night
On December 3, teachers

Clay Tan, Alison Morrice and

Barbara Workman-Tan orches-

trated an evening of music and

song with participation from all

choirs, and bands.  A wonderful

time was had by all. 

The Mitten Tree, in support of underprivleged children

Heading up the Bake Sale Marylynn Takach, with daughter
Julia (S6)

The SMLS Alumnae Table
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Student Golf Tournament
On September 24, 2002, 16 Millies took part in the first annual St.

Mildred's-Lightbourn student "Scramble" Golf Tournament at Hidden

Lake Golf Course. It was a splendid day for golf  as everyone turned

in very competitive scores. In the end Team Decker, shown in the

photo below (left to right): Danielle Ludwick, Colleen Decker,

Katelyn Kucey and Alexa Hink won the Cup with a close challenge

from Team Turner: Sarah Turner, Julia Takach, Sarah Cooper and

Tina Maio.  The other two teams were Team Fronk; Mrs. Ross,

Jessica Proctor, Chelsea Leggatt and Hillary Fronk and Team

Guirlanda; Laura Baker, Leah Henderson, Nisha Dhaliwal and

Chantal Guirlanda. Special thanks to parent, Russell Browne, for

donating the trophy for this event.

Service of Remembrance
On a bright sunny day early in the school year, the entire school

gathered as a community for a service of remembrance for Victims of

September 11. The senior school partnered with the junior school to

walk together to the front of the school for the ceremony and a tree

planting. Reverend Maria Nightingale led the prayer for peace and

remembrance followed by a moment of silence. A representative of

each grade and every part of the school community participated in the

planting of a cherry tree. Shown below (left to right) are: Julia Takach

(S6), Victoria Jenkins (2C) and Sarah Lewis (4W) representing their

grades.

Food Donated to Kerr
Street Ministries

SMLS Student Council was

pleased to continue the annual tra-

dition of “Grub Days”,  in October

and November. Students brought a

non-perishable food item in

exchange for wearing their grubs for

a day.  Twelve boxes of food were col-

lected for the Kerr Street Ministries.

Pictured here with KSM Volunteers

are Tammy Yiu, Christina

Alexander and Britt Andersen.
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Michaelmas
This year’s Michaelmas was blessed with sunny skies and warm weather at

Bronte Creek Provincial Park. The day started with the Terry Fox run, which raised

a whopping $17,678, followed by team games and events. After lunch, each house

presented their best cheer and song, with Grenfell-Alexander winning the com-

petition. Congratulations to the Prefects and Student Council for organizing an

outstanding day!

The entire school came out

dressed in house colours: green

for Cartier-Vanier (above), red

for Brant Massey (right), and

blue for Grenfell Alexander

(below).

Brant Massey House Head

Miranda Plant, and fellow House

member, Jennifer Binnington,

enjoying the day.
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Scrooge
This year’s holiday musical production was Scrooge. Directed by Peggy Jasper, more than 70 Senior School

girls participated in the show. Casting and after school and weekend rehearsals began in September requir-

ing a strong commitment from students. In addition to the cast, the production also involved creation of

the set, vocal coaching, choreography, costumes, and backstage and technical crew. Many thanks are due to

the parents, students and staff. Scrooge gave three sold-out performances, with rave reviews. 

Crachit Family members played by; (left to right) Jennifer Kirby, Taylor Stocks, Rebecca Welbourn,

Ellen Turner, Laura Henderson, Titania Plant and Marieve

Herington.

FIRST Robotics: 
Our Second Year!

Last year, eighteen Millies

formed our inaugural robotics

team - known as SWAT, (St.

Mildred’s Women Advancing

Technology) to participate in

the Canadian Regional of FIRST

Robotics at the Hershey

Centre. This was the first time

the competition was held in

Canada, although it has a

twelve-year history in the

United States. One of two all-

girl teams, SMLS placed nine-

teenth of forty-five teams, and

was recognized with the award-

ing of the Daimler-Chrysler

Team Spirit Award.

This year our team of thirty-

five students and mentors

from the parent and engineer-

ing community are working

together to design and con-

struct the 2003 model of MIL-

DREAD.  We are delighted to

have the assistance of one of

our 2002 FIRST grads, Mashael

Yazdanie, who is studying

engineering systems at the

University of Waterloo. The

team has subcommittees for

fundraising, publicity, web

design, video production, strat-

egy and statistical collection,

drawing students with a wide

variety of talents and interests.

If you would like to participate

as a sponsor, please contact

Vice Principal, Dorothy

Byers.

Join us at the Hershey Centre

on March 27th to 29th, where

over 60 teams will compete.

Our next stop is Houston

Texas, April 10-12, where we

will compete as the only

Canadian all girl team in the

FIRST Championship event!

Swim Team
The SMLS swim

team had an out-

standing year.

The junior team

finished first, and

the Tadpoles fin-

ished second, at

the Bishop’s Cup

and Relay Meet, a

best-ever show-

ing for SMLS. The

Bishop’s Cup is

the culminating meet and official championship of the fall swim

season and a fierce competition between four independent girls’

schools in Toronto, Ridley College (St. Catharine’s) and SMLS. Our

girls swam with great determination and spirit. Junior swim team

members were Alana Aird, Britt Andersen, Laura Ballios, Devon

Bradley, Sarah Connor, Emma Forte, Hillary Fronk,  Seana

Grasset, Vanessa Magli, Melissa Peters and Celeena Sayani.

United Way Bathtub Race
As usual, the St Mildred's

team pulled out all the stops

as it participated in the annu-

al Bathtub race, launching the

Oakville United Way

Campaign. Thanks to the help

of Budd's BMW, for their assis-

tance in producing the most

handsome of the vehicles in

the competition.  Once again,

we were grateful to the SAC

volunteers for their added

muscle power.

Right: Sister Act Miranda and

Titania Plant, embrace the roles of

Scrooge and Tiny Tim. Ellen Turner

appears in the background
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President’s
Message
Heidi Schofield McMeekan ‘86
President, Alumnae Association

It is my pleasure to serve as

President of the SMLS Alumnae

Association Executive for the

next term. I am very excited to work

with a number of talented and dedi-

cated women who balance careers,

family and hectic personal schedules

and yet still find time to donate to

their almamater. Our objective is to provide support to the students,

school and alumnae at every opportunity because we appreciate the

benefits we have enjoyed as graduates of SMLS. The community of

active alumnae is growing and the commitment these women show

to SMLS is exceptional.

One of our more significant goals is to present our annual $5,000

scholarship to a deserving student in grade 6. The educational experi-

ence we enjoyed has had a significant impact on our lives and through

this annual scholarship, we want many others  to reap the benefits of

top-notch staff, state-of-the-art facilities and life long friendships. In

order to safeguard this scholarship for years to come, the Alumnae

Association has established an endowment to support the bursary to-

date we have achieved 27% of our goal.

The “Old Girls” are most recognizable at the Traditions of Christmas

Festival where we host the Holly and Ivy Tea Room. This year we

offered a delicious selection of treats, sandwiches, bagels and bever-

ages compliments of Tim Horton’s and Pepsi. We had a wonderful

time catching up with students, staff, parents and the many alumnae

who came to enjoy our hospitality, while raising funds for our cause.

Our raffle and silent auction were also very successful. Prizes includ-

ed an exotic pearl necklace, a DVD player, Holt Renfrew and Sporting

Life gift certificates and many other great gifts. Our silent auction of

premium sports tickets donated by Molson’s, Tim Horton’s and par-

ent/Board member Colleen McMorrow helped us exceed our financial

goals and allowed us to further support the school through a donation

to the FIRST Robotics programme. As always our yummy jams, jellies

and chocolates were a huge hit. My sincere appreciation to Jodi Easton,

Lesley Townend, Kelly Townsend, Roochita Patel, Tracy Street and

Stephanie Asmis for an outstanding job.

Visits to our Chapters established at Queen’s and Western universi-

ties as well as new chapters at McMaster have been an important pri-

ority. These events designed to offer support, friendship and a sense

of community to those attending university, college or living in the

area. were organized by Liz Laube and Stephanie Asmis.  Principal

Susan Both attended these events, and we all enjoyed reconnecting

with Millies far and wide.

Our next formal function is our Annual Alumnae Luncheon to be

held May 3rd. We hope to have a record turnout this year.  

Throughout the year the Alumnae Association works closely with the

school to provide job shadowing and mentoring opportunities. Kristy

Elik, our very talented and industrious Millie Mail creator, recently

hosted a SMLS student at her workplace where both women reaped the

rewards of this experience. 

Old Girls continue to

represent their school

during Open Houses

which occur in October

and February. We take

pleasure in surrounding

ourselves with a sea of

yearbooks rich in history

and memories and in

answering the questions

of prospective parents

and students. Often alumnae will drop by and share their views on

the benefits of this institution.

All in all, we thoroughly enjoy supporting the school in any capaci-
ty possible. The Alumnae Association gives us many wonderful
opportunities to reminisce, but also a chance to play a role in the
development of the school and its students. This year there are five
Alumnae on the SMLS Board of Governors helping to shape the future
of SMLS. It is extremely rewarding to be a part of an institution that
is so wealthy in tradition yet continues to evolve into a first class edu-
cational facility for girls.

Alumnae Association

Our objective is to
provide support to
the students, school
and alumnae at
every opportunity

Left to right: (Back row) Elizabeth Laube, Kristy Elik, Stephanie Asmis, Kelly Townsend, Heidi McMeekan and Roochita Patel. (Front row) Dianne Millette,
Nicol Stuart, Jodi Easton, Tracy Street and Lesley Townend.



Class of 1939

Beatrice (Arnoldi) Pritchard lived

in Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) for 53

years and has three sons and one

daughter. (Our apologies to Beatrice

for publishing incorrect informa-

tion in the last edition of Jubilate.)

Class of 1948

After retiring from teaching in

1999, Sandra (Ferguson) Long has

been busy developing a semi-pro-

fessional dance career in theatre

arts/cabaret and training for the

national competitions in Miami in

theatre arts and Latin. Yoga, weight

lifting, ballet, tap and jazz classes

help to keep her physically condi-

tioned. Sandra volunteers with the

Mayor’s International Affairs Board

and with the Centre for East-West

Understanding. She is soon to

become a great-grandmother, again!

Class of 1957

Beverlie (Sammons) Robertson

has written a book entitled “St.

John the Baptist Church, Morinus:

1902-2002” which was released in

August 2002 at the 100th anniver-

sary Mass for the church. She is

nearing completion of her next

book “With Knowing Eyes:

Canadian Women in Song,” to be

released in February 2003. Beverlie

lives in Muskoka near Port Carling

and can be reached at

folkie@muskoka.com or old-

blues@golden.net. 

Class of 1964

Andrea Bain has applied for per-

manent residency in the United

Kingdom. She continues to work at

the Post Office despite massive lay-

offs.

Class of 1965

An alumna of Miss Lightbourn’s

School, Debbie (More) Scott was a

graduate when the school finished

at the grade eight level. Debbie

would be interested in hearing

from anyone in her old class. She

can be contacted at devdm@buffa-

lo.edu.

Class of 1968

Debbie (Tisdall) Wales will be

retiring this June after a 29-year

career in education, having taught

all levels from JK to OAC and spend-

ing the last ten years as a Principal

in Haliburton. She will embark on

her next career, working alongside

her husband in their pottery stu-

dio. Debbie invites Millies heading

to cottage country to visit her at

Earth and Fire Pottery in

Carnarvon.

Class of 1969

Brenda (Bernhardt) King is

Principal of the TR Leger School of

Adult, Alternative and Continuing

Education in the Upper Canada

District School Board. The school is

one of the largest of its type in the

province presently serving over

7,000 learners. Brenda's daughter,

Rebecca, is in her second year at

Bishop’s University in Quebec and

her husband, David, retires this

June. She continues to enjoy her

beautiful cedar home on the St

Lawrence River, near Morrisburg,

which includes studio space where

she paints in her free time.

Class of 1982

Jennifer Hamblin became a cus-

tomer service representative for

R.G. Mitchell Family Books Inc. in

December 2002. She will be work-

ing with Lifeway Ministries in

Nashville, with her focus primarily

on serving the Christian communi-

ty with Sunday School curriculum,

Bible study devotionals and biblical

literature.

Class of 1985

Eleanor (Munnoch) Culver left

SMLS when she and her family

moved to London, England, where

she graduated from secondary

school in 1985. She subsequently

attended the University of Western

Ontario and graduated with a

degree in Psychology in 1989. She is

currently the Director of Human

Resources for the Calgary Flames

Limited Partnership. She and her

husband, Brad, have been married

for 12 years and have two boys,

Gavin, 4, and Henry, 11 months.

They live in Calgary and spend lots

of time in the mountains. 

Class of 1987

Janice (Willmott) King and hus-

band, Marshall, welcomed the

arrival of their first child, Clara-May

Harmony King, on August 13, 2002.

Clara-May weighed 7lbs 5.5 oz. and

was 2  weeks early!

Class of 1988

Janice (Johnston) Nikkel and hus-

band Peter welcomed their fourth

child, son Lewis David Burton, on

December 30, 2001 – Janice’s birth-

day! Lewis weighed 11 lbs. and has

been an incredible source of delight

to his siblings Tori, 7, Lincoln, 5,

and Virginia, 3. Janice and her fam-

ily live on a hobby farm in Langley,

British Columbia, where she’s

actively involved in her children’s

school, the church and the farm.

Janice has fond memories of SMLS

and wishes she lived closer so she

could be more involved. She also

enjoys reading updates of her fel-

low classmates in Jubilate. 

Sara Rickards works with seniors

in long term care out in Victoria,

British Columbia, and is also con-

tinuing her studies in Recreation

and Leisure Studies at Brock

University and Public Sector

Management at the University of

Victoria. Daughter Kate is now five

years old and in kindergarten.

Husband Mark is a Petty Officer in

the Navy serving on board the

HMCS Ottawa and was away for all

but ten weeks last year. Thanks to

all Millies for wonderful memories

and especially for igniting her tena-

cious spirit.

Class of 1989

This past year Fiona Brooman

completed Ironman Canada, mar-

ried Jeff Vanderwerf in her New

Balance running shoes (they spon-

sor her as a heritage athlete) and

honeymooned at the Half Ironman

in St. Croix. She gave birth to
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Dexter Joachim on September 4th,

2002, and raced in a duathlon two

weeks later. Fiona trains through-

out Niagara and educates women

and girls on the benefits of healthy

lifestyles and active living. 

Kym Hall and Dave Larsen

(Appleby class of ’88) were married

in Oakville on September 21, 2002.

Kym and Dave reside in Oakville.

Nicole (Alexander) Stuart and her

son Ethan had a great visit with

Katrina (Garrod) Collis and her

daughter Taylor. 

Dita Wegman married Stephen

Novak in September 2002 with her

sister Cora (Class of 1991) as her

Maid of Honour.

Jennifer (Howard) Wilson and hus-

band Chris Wilson welcomed their

first child, Katherine (Katie) Leigh

Baillie Wilson, on December 4

weighing 6lbs 15.5oz at OTMH.

Mom, dad and baby Katie are home

and doing great! 

Class of 1990

On July 28, 2001, Laura J. F.

(Farooque) Korba married Texan,

Bryan Korba. She is pursuing her

MBA at the Schulich School of

Business at York University. This

summer, Laura reconnected with

Anne-Marie (Jobling) Tice and her

new baby. They had not seen each

other since graduation – 12 years

ago!

Class of 1991

MaryClaire Brooks Keating  and

her husband Aaron have moved

from the wilds of YMCA Camp

Seymour to downtown Seattle to

continue their not-for-profit

careers. MaryClaire joined the

financial development department

of the American Civil Liberties

Union of Washington last July and

became Public Education Associate

on January 1. Her responsibilities

include coordinating national

events, organizing speakers for

local group and events, and produc-

ing the ACLU-WA newsletter and

monthly TV show. They are enjoy-

ing life in the city, although the cat

wishes he was back at camp.

Contact MaryClaire at mclbk@hot-

mail.com. 

Andrea Roy and husband Ken

Dawson Scully are the proud par-

ents of a daughter, Lauren

Francesca Dawson Scully, on July

25th. Andrea and her family live in

Oakville.

Hilary Smith recently became

engaged to Drew Gulyas on a trip to

Bali. They are planning a wedding in

Ancaster in October 2003. Hilary and

Drew are the directors of Camp

Oochigeas, a summer residential

camp for children with cancer. Camp

Oochigeas has recently purchased a

camp site and plans are to complete

a building and renovation project in

time to open the new camp in June

2004. Hilary lives in Toronto and can

be reached at hil@ooch.org.

Sarah Warden attended SMLS

from 1985-87 and has recently

returned to Toronto working in

research ethics at Princess Margaret

Hospital.

Melanie Woodin and husband Paul

Kaminski are the proud new par-

ents of Madeleine Judith Kaminski,

born May 1st, 2002, in Berkeley,

California. Madeleine weighed 8

lbs. 1 oz. 

Class of 1993

Nicole Belovic was recently

engaged to be married.

Victoria (Jarvis) Cain and husband

Jason welcomed Hannah Rose Cain

to their family on September 25,

2002. She weighed 9 lbs. 5 oz.  

Claudia Correia Gracie was mar-

ried in the Western Caribbean

aboard the Grand Princess cruise

ship on July 16, 2002. Claudia and

Cameron celebrated with their fam-

ilies on a seven day cruise before

honeymooning in Aruba.

Jane (Dias) Fryer was married on

August 10, 2002, in Collingwood,

Ontario, to Derek Fryer.  Many fam-

ily and friends attended, including

11 SMLS classmates - Sarah Tucker,

Stacey Shorney, Carlee Fraser,

Jennifer Lee, Katrusha Osmak, Pat

(Lam) Sun, Catherine Pickell, Lara

Hinton, Debra Shelly, Nicole

Belovic and Sandra Manolescu. The

wedding was great fun and Jane

and Derek honeymooned in New

York City, a wonderful gift arranged

by all the “Millie’s Girls”! Then in

November, Jane and Derek moved

to Glasgow, Scotland to enjoy a year

of travel and adventure. Jane has

family in Scotland and they’ve rent-

ed a flat from a cousin to act as

home base, while they work and do

some traveling through Europe. For

updates and photos, go to

www.infrared.ca/travels. 

Leigh Leaver attended SMLS from

kindergarten to grade eight and still

keeps in touch with women from

her graduating year. Leigh graduat-

ed from Brock University with a

Bachelor of Science in Computer

Science. She works as a senior pro-

grammer analyst with Economical

Insurance in Kitchener. Leigh

recently moved to a new home in

Milton and is getting married to

Richard McMartin on September

27, 2003. To keep in touch, e-mail

Leigh at leigh.leaver@sympatico.ca.

Class of 1995

Tania Correia is engaged to Joao-

Luis Caetano. Their wedding is

planned for June 7, 2003 in

Portimao, Portugal.

Class of 1996

Natalie Aigner married David

Bush in June 2002. She and her hus-

band live in the Bronx, New York,

and are planning to move to

Manhattan in the coming months.

She is completing her Masters in

Drama Therapy and works in the

Child and Adolescent Psychiatric

Unit at the Bronx-Lebanon

Hospital.
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Sarah Blackstone completed her

CA exams in 2001 and is now work-

ing for Richter, Usher and Vineberg.

Sarah currently lives in Oakville.

Andrea Brinston is engaged to

Jason Abbott and will be married in

the near future.

Natasha Croskell graduated from

the University of Guelph with an

Honours Bachelor of Arts in Music

and minor in Biomedical Science,

and has recently earned a Bachelor

of Education degree at the interme-

diate/senior level in music and biol-

ogy. 

Rachel Deans is working for

Invest In Kids as a researcher. She

lives in Toronto.

Nadia Foley is working for UNIS

LUMIN selling information technol-

ogy solutions and lives in Oakville.

Lindsay Gray has moved to

Taiwan where she is teaching

English.  She will attend university

in Australia to complete her

Masters in International Business

in the coming year.

Leslie Green is currently working

as a supply teacher in the Peel and

Halton regions (including SMLS)

and hopes to find the job of her

dreams next September.

Kathleen Harper attends the

University of Western Ontario

where she is completing her degree

in Law.

Connie Johnson married Michael

Carmichael in January 2002.

Nicola Jones is living in Belfast,

Northern Ireland, where she is

working as a clinical conduct spe-

cialist for a pharmaceutical compa-

ny doing medical research.  

Kyra Kendall continues to work

in the I.T. sector, but has been busy

showing her artwork all over

Toronto, including a recent

fundraising gala for the Toronto

Dance Theatre, where one of her

pieces was displayed in the auction.

Heather Laird was married to

Morgan Pickles in August 2002.

They currently live in Burlington.

Heather began an internship in

public relations in January.

Bethany Lowe is in Degau, South

Korea, teaching English and plans

to return to Canada in the coming

year to begin teacher’s college.

Sherri Maguire is attending

teacher’s college in Windsor and

hopes to become a primary/junior

teacher.

Erin (O’Donnell) Thistle has been

busy lately. She recently married

Trevor Thistle, gave birth to Connor

Ian in January 2002 and moved to

Calgary. She is anxiously awaiting

the birth of their second child in

June 2003.

Kamal (Roopra) Matharu was mar-

ried on August 17th, 2002 and has

officially become Mrs. Kamal

Matharu. She currently lives in the

United States.

Hillary Walker is currently work-

ing at Maple Leaf Pork in Oakville

and lives in Burlington.  She is con-

tinuing her education at Brock

University and continuing her trav-

els with an upcoming trip to Hong

Kong after returning from Ghana.

Class of 1997

Meridith McClenaghan graduated

from Western University with an

Honours Bachelor of Health

Sciences degree and is currently

studying Occupational Therapy at

Queen’s University.

Class of 1998

Shelly Bawa has moved once

again and is now studying law in

Boston, Massachusetts, fulfilling

her dreams of becoming a lawyer.

Shelly would especially like to

thank Mrs. Worboys, Mme.

Orpwood, Mr. K. and Mrs. Veale

among others for their influence

during her time at SMLS.

Class of 1999

Tania DeSa is in her final year of

Honours Business Administration

honours at Wilfrid Laurier

University. In the fall of 2002, Tania

gained an international business

education at the Budapest

University of Economic Sciences in

Hungary. She  values the amazing 

experience of meeting people from

all walks of life and travelling

extensively throughout Eastern

Europe. Tania began her co-op job

as a market analyst for Union Gas

in January 2003.

Megan McClenaghan graduated

from Western University with a

Bachelor of Arts degree in

Psychology and is studying Human

Resource Management at Sheridan

College.

Class of 2002

After graduating last June, Emi

Kakegawa returned to her home-

land of Japan, where she will be

studying law at Ritsumeikan

University.

Sad News

Teresa McKinley,  class of 1987,

passed away on September 28th.

Teresa will be remembered for her

contributions as a student and

Prefect.  Her smile and “joie de

vivre” will always be with us.  

Bill Emery, husband of Maureen

McIlveen Emery, class of 1976, died

on March 31, 2002, age 45, at home

of a second heart attack. He is sore-

ly missed by all.
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WANTED…Class Representatives are needed for the following graduating classes. If

you are looking for a way to stay connected with your classmates or to become more

involved in the SMLS community, please email lizlaube@cogeco.ca to join the dynamic

group of Class Representatives.  Help maintain the important link between your friends

and your alma mater…
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I am very pleased to represent the Parents’ and Friends’

Association for a second term as President of the PFA. I am delight-

ed to report that 2001/2002 was another successful year raising over

$35,000 through our many fundraising efforts, including Traditions

of Christmas, the PFA Store, the Used Uniform Sale and

Father/Daughter Bingo and others. We also introduced new offer-

ings to our parents: gift wrap, Easter goodies, hanging baskets, etc. 

I would like to think that we can do even more! We can all par-

ticipate – whether by supporting one of our fundraising activities

or giving of our time to help. Evelyn Sloane put together a volun-

teer booklet and enrollment form and I was pleased to see that

close to 25% of our parent body volunteers to support our events.

Thank you for your continued support.

Ellen Christensen
President, PFA

Parents’ & Friends’
Association (PFA)

PFA Donations for the School Year 2001- 2002
Senior Resource Centre $  25,000

Soccer Team $     3,000

FIRST Robotics $     2,500

Drama $     1,800

Security – Dances $     1,682

Flags $     1,013

Cancer Foundation $      100

Total $ 35,095

Congratulations 
To Verna Andrews

SMLS Nurse Verna Andrews is a recent recipient of a Queen’s

Jubilee Medal.  This medal is awarded to Canadians who have made

a significant contribution to their fellow citizens, their community or

to Canada.  Various organizations are invited to propose the names of

candidates for the Medal.  Verna was nominated by the Canadian

Landmine Office for her significant contribution to this important

cause. Verna was formally presented with this award at a Rotary Club

meeting held on January 2, 2003.  

The MAIN Event is coming soon!
The PFA is pleased to announce the MAIN (Millie’s

Athletics Initiative Night) Event to be held on April 11, 2003

at the Liberty Grand, Exhibition Place.  A guest list of 500

SMLS parents, alumnae and associates will attend this

evening that promises to be full of entertainment, fine din-

ing and live and silent auction items.  Our own Larry Cain,

Olympic Champion, will be the master of ceremonies, and he’s 

bringing friends – Donavan Bailey, double Olympic champion and

SMLS parent, and Olympic bronze metallist, Kirstin Normand.

Proceeds from this event will support the enhancement of 
our school’s athletic facilities.  For further information, contact Kym
McKinnon, Chair of the event (905-271-6614) or Ellen Christensen,
President of the PFA (905-847-1117) or send an email to themain-

event@smls.on.ca

Rumina Dhalla (Treasurer), Jaki Fram (Past President), Ellen Christensen (President) and 
Cheryl Shine (Secretary).

Staff Achievement



Ms. Tracy King is teaching Grade Six, joining us from

Rotherglen School. She has a Bachelor of Education

degree from the University of Ottawa and a Bachelor

of Arts degree from McMaster University.

Mr. Werner Schreiner comes to us from Royal St.

George’s College in Toronto where he has taught gen-

eral science, mathematics, biology and chemistry for

eighteen years. Prior to this, he taught at Appleby

College and in the Toronto Board of Education for sev-

eral years. He is teaching chemistry, biology and general science.

Ms. Carol Steven, our new Senior Kindergarten

teacher, has a Bachelor of Music from Acadia University

and a Bachelor of Applied Arts in Journalism from

Ryerson Polytechnic University. She previously taught

for the Peel District School Board in Brampton.

Mrs. Stockton-Aird has recently joined us on a tempo-

rary assignment as Library Assistant in the Senior

Resources Centre.  Mother of Alana Aird (S1), Mrs.

Stockton-Aird brings many years of experience in the

field of information systems and technology.  

Mrs. Pat Turner joins us from the Halton District School

Board where she has been teaching Mathematics and

English. Many parents will remember Mrs. Turner as

our Teacher-Librarian Assistant for several years. She

is heading up the Junior Resource Centre.

Ms. Joyce Turnpenny has joined us to assist Mrs.

DesRosiers in the Junior School on a variety of fronts

including the Reading Programme, lunch duty for

Senior Kindergarten students and assisting with the

extended day programme.

A new Millie?
Suzanne and Kevin Goodridge added another potential Millie to their

family earlier this fall. Ella Goodridge was born on Monday,

September 16th weighing a healthy 7 lbs. 14 oz. Big sister Amy is

thrilled with this new addition and has decided to sleep in her “big

girl” bed now!

A new Milestone
Larry Cain turned 40 on January 9, 2003 and was

presented with an Olympic style cake. Mr. Cain also

shares this birthday with fellow colleague, Shari

Renwick.

New Staff 
Ms. Karen Champagne is a graduate of York

University with a Bachelor of Education, specializing

in Math, Science and Technology. She received her

Bachelor of Science degree from the University of

Waterloo in 2001 and is a Registered Nurse, having

graduated from Mohawk College in 1989. Ms. Champagne is teaching

Science and Math in the senior school.

Mr. Otino Corsano was with us on an interim basis last

year, teaching Art and Gym. Now, he is teaching art from

Grade 2 to Grade 6 and assisting with special senior

school projects. He is a graduate of the University of

Toronto in Fine Arts, has a Masters of Fine Arts from

Otis College, Los Angeles and a Bachelor of Education degree from OISE.

Ms. Alison Cuthill is teaching Grade One and primary

French. Ms. Cuthill attended independent schools

throughout her primary and senior years, graduating at

Glenlyon-Norfolk School, where she held the position

of Vice-Head of House and Head Girl in her final year.

Mrs. Anita DesRosiers is our new Junior School

Head. Formerly, Principal of John G. Diefenbaker

Public School in Toronto, Anita has a B.A. from the

University of Hull, England, a B. Ed. from York

University and an M.A. from the University of

Pennsylvania. Mrs. DesRosiers is herself a product of an independent

girls' school.

Ms. Karen Dyne has joined us from the Halton

District School Board to teach Senior Art. She has a

Bachelor of Education from the University of Toronto

and a Master of Arts, Visual and Performing Arts from

the University of British Columbia. 

Mrs. Myra Eddy has been the Junior Resource Centre

Co-ordinator at SMLS for the last 5 years and has also

run our March Break and June camps for the past 2

years. Mrs. Eddy is a graduate of Sheridan College and

is now heading up the Extended Day Programme.

A new resident of Oakville, Mrs. Linda Falcone is

our new Receptionist. Linda has worked as a recep-

tionist in various businesses in the greater Toronto

area.

Ms. Jennifer Holloway managed of our Extended Day

Programme last year. This year, she is teaching Junior

Kindergarten. Ms. Holloway is a graduate of both the

Sheridan Early Childhood Education programme and

the Sheridan Educational Assistant programme. 
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Riaz Ahmed is an Executive Vice President of

TD Bank Financial Group and Vice Chair and

Chief Administrative Officer of TD Securities.

Riaz has worked in a broad range of areas in the

financial services industry including corporate

development, financing, restructuring, insolven-

cy, mergers and acquisitions, and risk manage-

ment. He is a Chartered Accountant and has a

B.Comm (with distinction) from the University of Calgary. Riaz has

also served as a volunteer on a number of community boards and

committees in policymaking, fundraising and development. Riaz is

married to Nimet Ahmed and they live in Oakville with their two chil-

dren Fareen and Faraaz. Fareen (S1) attends SMLS.

Tracy Kay ‘83 is a Partner with the law firm

Minden Gross Grafstein and Greenstein. Her

practice in employment and labour law focuses

on such issues as hiring, discipline, promotions,

termination, human rights, employee loyalty,

sexual and other forms of harassment, unions

and workplace safety. Tracy graduated from

Queen’s University in 1992. She started SMLS in

grade 4 and graduated in 1983 as Head Girl. Tracy and her husband

have two children, daughter Jordan, five, and son Mackenzie, three.

When not working, Tracy enjoys family time and learning about the

world from her children's perspective.

Heidi Schofield McMeekan ‘86 attended SMLS

from 1974 to 1986. Playing an active role in

fundraising and event planning. Heidi was

Cartier Vanier House Head in her graduating

year and Social Head the year before. She pur-

sued an HBA at Western University. As a busi-

ness project, she developed a wholesale floral

company that she later translated into an import

business. Heidi sold her company in 1992 and completed her com-

mercial pilot license in Thunder Bay. After returning to civilization,

she began to teach music. In 1993, Sister Benadetta married Heidi to

Craig. A year and a half later Sister B. returned to baptize her twins

Joshua and Cassandra. Her daughter is in grade two at SMLS.

Steven Pocklington is president of CFT

Corporation, an international shipping, trans-

portation and real estate company founded in

1987. The Pocklington family has lived in

Oakville since 1995. Of their four children,

Caroline is in grade 7 and Madeleine in grade 5

at SMLS.

Doug Senyk graduated with a Bachelor of

Commerce from the University of Saskatchewan

in 1980. He is a Director and Manager at Scotia

McLeod, Individual Investment Services, in

Toronto. Doug and his wife Barbara have three

girls: Shannon, Alison and Jillian; all attend

SMLS.
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New Members
The Board of Governors

SMLS Board of Governors for 2002-2003
Riaz Ahmed, Robert Armstrong, Rev. Joseph Asselin, Ellen Christensen, Carol Cooper, Daniel Ferguson, John Fleming,

Tracy Kay, Tracy Kodama, Heidi McMeekan, Colleen McMorrow, Dr. Emily Moore, Steven Pocklington, Doug Senyk,
Dr. Kevin Shine, Sister Margaret, Sister Michael, Greg Taylor, Sara Jane Thomson

Our special thanks to departing Board members:

Paul Johnson 1992 - 2002

Charles Kucey 1999 - 2002

Lillian Lauritzen 2000 - 2002

Robert McNutt  2000 - 2002

Herman Wilton-Siegel 1997 - 2002



Jubilate NEWSMAGAZINE

Is published for students, parents, staff, 
alumnae and friends of
St. Mildreds-Lightbourn School

Please send comments and suggestions to
the Development Office:

(905) 845•5830 ext814 • lcanning@smls.on.ca

St Mildreds-Lightbourn School
1080 Linbrook Road
Oakville, ON L6J 2L1


